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The Farm Life:

Agriculture in New Jersey

—— - — -

If you look at New Jersey today,
you may wonder why it is called
the Garden State. Indeed, it has
the highest density of population
of any state in the country and is
known for its urban areas, indus-
tries, and highways. But from its
very beginnings, New Jersey was
a state known for its agriculture.

A fortunate mix of geogra-
phy, climate and soil fertility makes
New Jersey an excellent place to
farm. Before the first Europeans
came to New Jersey, the Lenape
were cultivating their crops. The
Lenape's early farming techniques
prepared the agricultural environ-
ment for the Europeans, who prac-
ticed their own methods.

By 1684, an atlas published
in Scotland called New Jersey “the
garden of the world.” The colo-
nists thought of the region as the
“bread basket” of the New World,
because grain was one of the big-
gest crops. In 1776, the seal of
New Jersey was designed using
symbols of agriculture: a plow, a
horse’s head, and a picture of
Ceres, the ancient greek goddess
of grain.

New Jersey's fertile crescent
squeezed between the Pine Bar-
rens to the southeast and Pied-
mont range to the northwest

enclosed what became the major

An illustration of a farm yard from Prang's Aids for Teaching Trades and Occupations

transportation/communication
pathway between New York and
Philadelphia. Farmers used this
network to distribute diverse
products to urban areas.

The Europeans’ main
crops were grains and livestock,
but as methods of transporta-
tion became more efficient, New
Jersey farmers shifted toward
producing tender fruits and
vegetables that needed quick
transportation to market.

Over time, corn and wheat
were replaced by tomatoes and
eggplant, egg farms replaced cattle
farms, and New Jersey became
known as the “Garden State.”
While there are still a number of
farms active in New Jersey, much
of the land farmed by first Native

{Collections of the New Jersey Historical Society)

Americans and then New Jersey-
ans for hundreds of years is now
prized for suburban development.
In response, in the mid-1980s the
state began the Farmland Preser-
vation Program to try to slow sub-
urban sprawl and keep some
farmland for farming.

This issue of Jersey Jour-
neys presents the diary of a
farmer in New Jersey from the
1700s to illustrate what farm life
was like and discusses recent
efforts to preserve New Jersey

farmland for farming. *
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An Early Account of Life on a New Jersey
Farm: Calvin Green’s Diary

“I arise at 4 oclock in summer and went to plowing. It was wholesome to smell of

the ground when I ploughed. The smell of the ground before sunrise would cure fits

of ague. Sometime I believe | am more healthy for rising and ploughing before

sunrise. [ always took delight in plowing."—Calvin Green, 1818

Editor’'s Note: Calvin Green's
account of his life (who lived from
1765 to 1847), gives us a glimpse
at what life was like on a New Jer-
sey farm during that time. He
made yearly entries and marked
down what he thought most impor-
tant. The following are excerpts
from Calvin Green's diary. We
have kept his original spelling of
words and punctuation.

I am about to write of some
things that took place in every
year of my life. I, Calvin Green,
was born of christian parents July
25, 1765, in Hanover, New Jersey.
I'was 11 years old in the year 1776
the war began. In the year 1778
my father hired John Roberts to
work for him a year. | worked with
him what I could. In 1779 William
Ball moved here and worked with
me on the farm some of the time.
In the spring of 1780 my father
hired John Roberts to work for
him another year. Now I was 15
year old and able to do a good deal
of work and we carried on the farm
at a great rate. The war held on
this summer. The Brittish came
over from New York and burned
Springfield and did much damage.

In 1781 my father thought
that I must learn a trade. A
shoemaker and tanner was
thought a good trade. John
Smisson had learned one of the
neighbors boys a trade. My father
got him to learn me. I had to work
on the farm. I did not do much at

the trade. In 1782
I worked on the
farm part of the
time and at my
trade part of the
time. In 1783 the
war broke up and
peace was declared.

In 1784, 1
went to Mr. Wards
and began to
work. This was
something new to
me. | never went
from home to live
before but 1 got along very well.
Mr. Ward had a great deal of tan-
ning to do. It kept us very busy. In
1786 the first of April was train-
ing. [This seems to refer to militia
training.] 1 went. There was a
good deal of mud and snow. I got
my feet wet and cold and like a fool
I must go off to see the girls and
got at night a great cold and had
the pleurisy and was laid up for
six weeks. [ was bled. This was the
only time I was bled. I was sick till
within five or six weeks of being
21 years old.

When I was of age my father
said I must pay him for my board
which was a dollar and he would
pay me for my work. I thought it
hard at first but I scon found it
was for the best. I worked for my
father shoemaking and farming
about ten months. I paid him for
a horse and a watch and cost 20
pounds besides a saddle and
bridle. I bought me some clothes.

Pages from Calvin Green's diary. (Collections of the New Jersey
Historical Saciety)

In the year 1787 my brother
Pierson and I and my fathers boy
John Woodruff worked the farm
together. Each had one third. We
went on and raised fine crops but
buckwheat the greatest. The Lord
saw fit to prosper us in our labors.
In the fall I began to think about
getting me a wife. [ went to see 20
different girls. I had a good deal
of corn. I went on to court my wife
and was married to Hannah Beach
the 27th of December 1787. On
the 9th of December 1788 my
daughter Nancy was born.

In 1789 1 did what I could at
farming on shares. I had a good
piece of flax and other grain. My
mare died. In 1790 I told my father
that I would hire a man for a year
and work the place on shares. He
said I might. I hired a good hand
for 25 pounds. We plowed a good
many acres for corn. The 24th of
May my father died and left the

continued on page 3
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