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Caribbean People in New Jersey

r-[?)da__v. about one half-million
people who once lived on the is-
lands of the Caribbean, or in the
West Indies, call New Jersey
home. Most of them have come to
this state within the last 50 years.
They are one of many groups who
made New Jersey their home, and
they have added their art, stories,
religion, and history to the rich
culture of this state.

The New Jersey Historical
Society opens a new exhibition,
“Moving through Memory: Carib-
bean Folk Arts in New Jersey”
next month, and there will be spe-
cial programs for kids and fami-
lies to go along with it. It is the
first exhibit in a museum to show
the art work of Caribbean people
from all over New Jersey.

The exhibit will show a
Puerto Rican guitar, called a
cuatro, that a craftsman now liv-
ing in East Brunswick made. An
artist will lend a painting of the
Haitian seaside that he painted
and hung in his living room in
Rutherford to remind him of his
home. There will be photographs
of the colorful walls in a restau-
rant in New Brunswick that is
owned and operated by people
who came to this state from
Jamaica. There will be masks and

costumes that people in Paterson

The Irizarry family of Kearny makes capias, souvenirs that mark important events and

celebrations that are traditionally made in Puerto Rico. Some of these capias will be shown in

wear in the annual Dominican
Day Parade.

These works of art and craft
all carry on traditions that started
in the Caribbean. And they show
how art objects change depending
upon where people live now. Many
Caribbean people in New Jersey
came from islands that were
mostly rural. In New Jersey,
many live in urban areas. These
art objects show both things—the
traditions of the rural areas in the
Caribbean where people grew up,
and the ways of urban life in New

Jersey.

the Society’s spring exhibit. Courtesy Tony Velez

[t is true that most Carib-
bean residents of New Jersey
have come here since the 1940s.
But Caribbean people of African
descent have been settling in New
Jersey since New Jersey was
first settled. The stories of some
of these earlier West Indian
people are in this issue of Jersev

Journeys. x
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Planters from Barbados Move to New «

No one knows when the first
people of African origin came to
New Jersey. But before 1750,
nearly every person in the United
States who had originally come
from Africa had lived for a time,
sometimes for many years, in the
West Indies.

The West Indies are really
an archipelago between North and
South America (see the map!).
Since Columbus first came upon
some of the islands there in 1492,
many world powers have tried to
control the West Indies. People
from Spain, Portugal, Holland,
England, France, and Denmark all
set up large plantations to grow
sugarcane, cotton, and tobacco on
these islands. And they brought
indentured servants from Europe
and people from Africa across the
ocean to work on these plantations.

From the islands many
people of African descent later
came to the American colonies,
including New Jersey. Some of
them came with plantation own-
ers from the island of Barbados.

When English people first
came to settle Barbados in 1627,
no one lived on the island at all.
The native people of Surinam, on
the coast of South America, and
Dutch traders from Brazil taught
these English people how to grow
cotton. Then they set up cotton
plantations on Barbados. After a
plague killed thousands of people,
mostly Caucasian people, in the
middle of the 1600s, plantation
owners turned away from the
indentured servants they had been
using to work their large farms.
They began to buy slaves from
Africa instead. Then Dutch plant-
ers who had sugar plantations in
SouthAmerica began to settle Bar-
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Drawn in about 1722, this “New Map of Narth America Shewing its Principal Divisions, Chis
world of the western Al

bados. Big sugar plantations
developed, and more African
people were imported to work on
them.

But Barbados was a small
island, and soon there were too
many people on it and not enough
food to feed them all. There were
about 4,000 Caucasian people
(2,300 of them indentured ser-
vants) and almost 44,000 people
of African descent there in 1680.
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Many planters began to
leave the island. Some settled in
New Barbados Township, now
part of Hackensack, Fairmount,
and Cherry Hill, after 1670. One
early New Barbados settler from
Barbados, John Berry, was the
captain of a vessel that traded
New Jersey produce and lumber
for West Indian sugar and molas-
ses. Records such as ship regis-
ters and censuses tell us that
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